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Bolgheri has become a world-class
wine region by challenging conventions
and adopting international grapes

BY BRUCE SANDERSON

Tuscanys

cNapa

APRILE

Wine Spectator,

“Tuscany’s Napa”

dedicato al territorio e e
Bolgheri - “a world-class wine region” - APHOTOGRAPHS BY 1

SARA MATTHEWS

a cura di Bruce Sanderson

L’articolo si apre con la foto in doppia
pagina di uno dei vigneti piu suggestivi
di Tenuta Argentiera
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BOLGIIERI'S LARGEST
PRODUCERS
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Wine Spectator,

estratto dell’articolo “Tuscany’s Napa”,
dedicato al territorio Bolgheri, di Bruce
Sanderson, dove vengono indicati i piu
grandi produttori della zona
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Wine Spectator,

“Building Bolgheri - Seven Producers
Showcase the Region’s Diversity”
articolo di Robert Camuto, dove
Tenuta Argentiera viene indicata
come 1dei 7 produttori da tenere
“sott’occhio”
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farmhouse, the Knaufs constructed a gleaming, state-of-the-art winery

and to achieve t they have divided

to 18 parcels for separate vinifcations. They also harvest earfier

most of their neighbors. The most complex expressions—typically from

gravel-laced soils—go into their Bolgherl Superiore red called Arnione.

20 years, their biggest surprise has been the performance of Petit

Verdot, which in warm vintages is fominant component of the

estate’s C

With the 2017 vintage, the Knaufs sought to up their game by retaining
enowned Bordeaux consultant Stéphane Derenoncourt, whose clients span
the globe from Napa to Lebanon. “We had a good level, but the family

0 reach an even higher one.” explains Gagliardi.“With Stéphane,

0 an even higher selection in the vineyard, and we pick two to three:

wante

another level of precision”

Argentiera
Founded 1999; purchased 2016

Consultants Stéphane Derenoncourt and Julien Lavenu
Annual production 45,000 cases
Vineyards 185 acres
Grapes Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot,
Petit Verdot, Syrah, Vermentino

e is vast and isolated. 500 acres of vineyards. farmiand
and woods in southwestern Bolgheri,ts varied soils and microcimes.

some of Bolgherf's high

vation vineyards (650 feet)
and some of the closest to the Tyrrhenian Sea.

agronomist, a project ike this
was a dream,” says Federico Ziler, who was hired to develop the
estate and run it. Zieri, an Antinori cousin wha inher ted the hstoric:

Castello i Bolgheri estate, also serv

s president of the Bolgher
appellation consortium.

At Antinori's urging, Argentiera hired Bordeaux consultant
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Stéphane Derenoncourt, who established Argen
tera's meticulous vineyard management and sof

touch winemaking. which includes whole ber

fermentations. Once the estate was or
Antinori left the partnership.
1n 2007 the est

completed construction of a
modem winery. I designed to resemble an old

miltary fort, with commanding views of the sea

from s hilltop pos

The winery has released small quantites of thr
varietal Bolgheri Superiore reds, r
vignon, Merlot and Cabernet Fr
sage” Ziler says, “to show what Bolgheri can pr

duce in terms of the three main varieties.

Overal, however.

lies n Cabernet Franc, which he sees as the best n
terpreter of vintage and terroi. “In some years tis
good and other years i is fantast
In 2016, Austrian materials magnate Starislac
Turmauer bought the estate “by luck and coinci

dence” he says. Tumnauer, 47, had fallen n love wit
Bolgheri on a family trp years earlier. He shopped for an estate in sauthern
France and elsewhere in Tuscany, but returned to this coastal region

15aid | was ever involved in wine. It would be here.” he expla
wasreally moved by the beaut
the quality of the wines:

verwhe

Poder
Founded 1999
Owner Massimo piccin
Winemaker Alessandro Nannell
Consatant Carlo Ferrini
Amnual procuction 7500 cases
Vineyards 62 acres (includes 22 aces outsde the appellatonin
neighboring Bibbona
Grapes Cabemet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot
pettVerdot

asim Picin grew up e northeasten Haly's Prosecco vine
yards and the Adraic Coast. At 30, he was unhappy working
LW R engincerin s fami's thrving consruction oy

and convinced his father and a family friend to invest in

My goal was to make a wine. | did't care what wine,” says Piccin, now
50,1 found a place my first time in Bolgheri, and | said | could ive here
101999, Piccin bought a farm and farmhouse on the central Bolgher
plain. He met talian
eased), who recommended highly regarded Tuscan wine consultant Carl

Fertini for the project.

ne critc and journalist Luigi Veronell (now ¢

Ater stucying the solls, Ferrini recommended planting a ty i
mix dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon for two red wines. Fror
Vintage in 2004, the estate has produced a chewy, concentrated and
Worthy red called Sapaio and  more approachable-when-young ver.
caled Volpolo.

From the start, Piccin and Ferrini shopped for additionalland, and todey
have more than tripled the original estate vineyards to provide 3 more cor
plex mix fortheir blends. They have replaced son Petit Vers
akey component of both estate w

Inaddition. Piccin bought and replanted 22 acres just north of the

eriappelation, i neighboring Bibbona's red cl

arapes or s flagship Sapao, a blend. vignon, Cabernet

Franc and Petit Verdot. which he bea

35 Toscana IGT with the
200 vintage.

There s a big ifference in our v
ted the estate to organics. “The Bibbona sols aive more structu

the Bolgheri soils more elegan
Piccin and Ferrini and lo
arented warehouse space for 10 years. I the 2015 vintage

apurchased warehouse in a smallindustrial park. They ferr

and

winemaker Alessandro Nannell worked out o

easts and blend grapes from 25 different parcels i the two w

dorit have a favorite vz

etal o vineyard, because things really change
fromvintage to vintay

Piccin says. I have thought about making

gle-varetal wine, but in the end the best expression of our vineyar

theblend.

Campo Alle Comete
Foundad 2016 (created s Vill Lo Pavoniersin1993)
Owner Feudi di San Gregorio
Estate manager Jeanette Servidio
Consultant. Stefano Diglasi
Annust Production 12,500 cases
Vineyards 37 acres
Grapes. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,Syra, Petit Verdot
Vermentino

Capaldo of Campo Ale Comete

alle nills east of Naples in 2009. Capaldo dynamized the winery with

d portfolio of crus and intensive atten-

anics, an expand

1 10 the vineyards,led by northern ltaizn agronomist Pierpaolo Sirch

s CEO. Capaldo also expanded the estate’s holdings across Italy

to Puglia, Friul and Basilicata
He turned to Balgheri n 2016,
For Capaldo, 41, now Feud's chairman, Bolgheri represented a chance

outside of Italy. Working in arenowned appelation

5. a range of interational varieties and few blending

tictions offered “an opportunity to show your capabilties in an area

Where al the important Itaian producers

when he had the chance to buy the distressed Villa Le Pavonere e

the Guicciardini Strazzi wine family, Capaldo jumped.
ndoned, but

quaity. says Capaldo, who brought in a new team for a vineyard-to-vinif

1t wasn't aba the vineyards weren't managed for maximum
cation overhaul. The tear s also making an about:-face in the winemaking,

moving fegant style.

Comete operates from the previous owners' modern spheri-

d after an Etruscan tomb. The new owners changed the

m glass to weathering steel, giving the place the edgy ook of

a usted spaceship on the Bolgheri plain.

ithits Me lands around the winery,
roaram of renting and
more Cabemet Sauvignan and
ntral and far northern Bolgheri,“With different solls
opportunities to make choices,” says estate manader Jea

Campo Alle C
oy hillide slopes for plant

winery makes a pair of reds, a white from Vermentino and a
foss, but envisions more small-production single-vineyard crus, as Feudi
has made elsewhere

‘When we bought I, it needed to be revived.” says Capaldo. “Our best

work s yet to come.
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Wine Spectator online,

“10 overachievers from Tuscany”

a cura di Bruce Sanderson, che
nomina Argentiera Villa Donoratico
2015 uno dei 10 vini per “good value”
(92 points)

James Suckling,
premia Villa Donoratico 2016 nella sua
classifica dei migliori 100 vini sotti $30
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VILLA DONORATICO

BOLGHERI

“Black currant, black cherry, wild
rosemary and thyme flavors are
accented by coffee and spice in
this red.

Vibrant, whit a refined structure
and a long finish.

Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet
Franc, Merlot and Petit Verdot.

Best from 2020 through 2028.”
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Wine Spectator buying guide,
Argentiera Poggio ai Ginepri 2015
93 pts, “Smart Buys”

Wine Spectator con Tuscany
Tasting Report,

Bruce Sanderson classifica
Poggio ai Ginepri 2015 al primo
posto della Top Values categoria
Big Reds

Wine Spectator,

annuncia i “100 Top Values” per

2018, premiando Poggio ai Ginepri
2015 nella categoria “Big Reds”

dove Argentiera si classifica in prima
posizione, ed ¢ l'unico vino italiano nei
Top 20 Big Reds

2018: A YEAR IN REVIEW
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VILLA
DONORATICO
2016

POGGIO Al
GINEPRI
2016

ARGENTIERA
2015

e Vit ADONORATICO
N | )LGHI
g PTS -

James Suckling conferma la cantina ARGENTIERA

tra le “rising stars” non solo di Bolgheri -

ma anche di Toscana, assegnando:

- 99 pts. ad Argentiera DOC Bolgheri
Superiore 2015

- 95 pts. a Villa Donoratico DOC
Bolgheri 2016

- 92 pts. a Poggio ai Ginepri DOC
Bolgheri 2016

2016

POGGIO AT GINEPRI
BOLGHERI
Denominazione di Origine Controllata
PTS ¥3s

oy

cone o Cgrime

JAMES
SUCKLING
E:
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VILLA POGGIO Al
DONORATICO GINEPRI
2015 2015
ViLLA DONORATICO o
& POGGIO AI GINEPRI
K BOLGHERI
} 4 Denominazione di Origine Contolla
S5 A FAPEISE
PTS PTS
ARGENTIERA

2015

i ;cwm

TiNuTA
ARGENTIERA

Wine Spectator, assegna:

- 95 pts. a Argentiera DOC Bolgheri

Superiore 2015

- 92 pts. a Villa Donoratico DOC
Bolgheri 2015

- 93 pts. a Poggio ai Ginepri DOC
Bolgheri 2015
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James Suckling’s

Top 100 Wines of 2018,

Argentiera Bolgheri Superiore 2015
guadagna il 16esimo posto della
classifica, che include nelle prime 20
posizioni solo 4 vini italiani

—
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16 ARGENTIERA BOLGHERI SUPERIORE 2015

Country Italy Score

Region Tuscany 99
Vintage 2015

A delightful nose of creme de cassis, hot stones and
crushed violets and spices. Full body, chewy and super
polished tannins and a long finish, which really takes off
thanks to electric acidity. An essay in balance and depth.
Best ever. Puts Argentiera with the best of the best in
Tuscany. A blend of cabernet sauvignon, merlot and
cabernet franc.

ComTy .
Region Bordeaux 99
Vintage 2015

14 CHRISTMANN RIESLING PFALZ IDIG GG 2017

Country Germany Score

Region Pfalz 99
Vintage 2017

blackberries and black olives. Minerals,limestone and rust
0 boot. Fullbodied, layered and tannic, yet the phenolic
structure s al about strength with finesse. It lasts a very.
long time. The new classic from here... 1961 all over? Tryin
2024 and behold.

Welcome to the cry.-riesling deep end. However, you'l
need some patience,if you want to experience this
greatness to the ful, Descriptors like mirabelle and apricot
only hint at what this gentle glant has to offer. Enormously
long, hyper-mineral inish. From biodynamically grown
grapes. Respekt certfied, Better from 2019,

15 PODERE POGGIO SCALETTE ALTA VALLE DELLA GREVE IL CARBONAIONE 2015

Country lcaly Score
Region Tuscany 99
Vintage 2015

Areally exotic nose with so much dried herb character,
ranging from thyme and sage to Thai basi. Then there's

e
tannins that both coat and caress the palate. A long, chewy
finish. Drink in 2022.

16 ARGENTIERA BOLGHERI SUPERIORE 2015

1 FXPICHLER RIESLING VA

Gy ustria
egonDanube
Yntage 2017

19 CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL (1

tumryFrance
egon Rrone Valley
Tntage 2016

0 LTTORAI PINOT NOIR SON
VINEYARD 2016

Gountry United States

legon Glfornia - Sonoma

Vntage 2016

N FAMILLE HUGEL RIESLING A
Gy France

tegon sace

¥ntage 209
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participated in

2018

in the

[alstall

TOSCANA MAREMMA TASTING

has been awarded

97 OF 100
FALSTAFF POINTS

for the wine

ARGENTIERA DOC 2015

NOVEMBRE

Falstaff,

la piu importante rivista 1T A v |
enograstronomica in lingua tedesca, FL o | RN N AR ANR

assegna 97 pts. ad Argentiera Bolgheri
Superiore 2015

—
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2015
Vinum
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Top of Toskana 2019: G // ////

Bolgheri und Bolgheri Superiore
limportante rivista specializzata
assegna 17,5/20 pts. ad Argentiera
Bolgheri Superiore 2015

N : //// o
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allan Wine of the Year 2018

Argentiera
Bolgheri Superiore 2015

100 Best Italian Wines of the Year,
sabato 1 dicembre a Pechino,

James Suckling annuncia il secondo
posto di Argentiera Bolgheri Superiore
2015 dei tanto attesi 100 Best Italian
Wines of the Year, chiamandolo

“un saggio di equilibrio e profondita”

—
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VILLA DONORATICO

POGGIO AI GINEPRI

ARGENTIERA
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Tntles

Argentiera DOC Bolgheri Superiore 2015 Villa Donoratico DOC Bolgheri 2016 Poggio ai Ginepri DOC Bolgheri 2015

- Guida Oro, | Vini di Veronelli 2019: - Doctor Wine 2018 - Daniele Cernilli: - Doctor Wine 2018 - Daniele Cernilli:
96/100 - Super 3 Stelle 91/100 Punti 91/100 Punti

- Doctor Wine 2018 - Daniele Cernilli: - Robert Parker - Wine Advocate:
95/100 Punti 89/100 Punti

- Vinitaly International Wine Award: - Wine Spectator - May 2018:
5 Stelle 93/100 Punti

—
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n CAMPAIGN FINANCED ACCORDING TO (EC) REGULATION NO. 1308/2013



